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Blood Transfusion  
Transfusion awareness and safety for doctors 

 
Study Guide 

 

 
Content 

 
The aim of this topic is to provide an understanding of: 
 

1. Positive patient identification 
 

2. The decision to transfuse and consent 
 

3. Requesting transfusion and samples required pre-transfusion 
 

4. Blood components and products available: indications and 
prescription 
 

5. Alternatives to transfusion 
 

6. Major haemorrhage 
 

7. Transfusion reactions 
 

8. Patients who refuse transfusion 
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Section 1: Positive patient identification 
 

 

 
 
  



 
 

3 | P a g e  

Identifying the patient:  step 1 

 
 
Identifying the patient:  step 2 
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Section 2: The decision to transfuse and consent 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Click here to visit the SHOT website. 

 
 

 

https://www.shotuk.org/
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Below is a copy of the SHOT: A-E Decision Tree  
and a reminder of the key dependencies for safe 
transfusion. 
 

 
 

 

The SHOT: A-E Decision Tree 
 

 



 
 

9 | P a g e  

Key dependencies for safe transfusion. 
 

 
 

 
 
Patient information leaflets from NHSBT used at Imperial are available for all 
blood components.    Click on the image to view the patient information leaflet 
‘Receiving a Blood Transfusion’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://library.imperial.nhs.uk/-/media/sharedlibrary/junior-doctors-pre-assessment/blood-transfusion-course/receiving-a-blood-transfusion-leaflet-1.pdf?rev=3f2129412c8e40ebb053914a114ddb42&sc_lang=en
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You can visit the NHS Blood and Transplant website. 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/
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Section 3: Requesting transfusion and samples required pre-transfusion 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

See details on the next pages 
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You can view the CERNER forms: 

• Requisition form 

• Downtime form 

 

https://library.imperial.nhs.uk/-/media/sharedlibrary/junior-doctors-pre-assessment/blood-transfusion-course/cerner-request-form.pdf?rev=668a843f14154ad79590b8d252296f45&sc_lang=en
https://library.imperial.nhs.uk/-/media/sharedlibrary/junior-doctors-pre-assessment/blood-transfusion-course/blood-transfusion-downtime-form.pdf?rev=5a574838cac14b10b520b78ee14b896b&sc_lang=en
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Section 4: Blood components and products available - Indications and prescription 
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The TACO pre-transfusion checklist is on the next page. 
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You can find the form on the next 3 pages. 
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Page 2 
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Page 3 
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Section 5: Alternatives to transfusion 
 

 
 
Oral and IV iron 

 
 
Correction of vitamin deficiencies 

o  
 

Intraoperative cell salvage 
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Erthyropoietin 

 
 
Tranexamic acid 
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Section 6: Major haemorrhage 
 

 
 
Haemorrhage protocols: 

• Adult 

• Paediatric 

• Obstetric 

 

 
 
  

There are 3 major haemorrhage protocols: adult, paediatric, and obstetric.  
Links to these are below.  Please refer to the blood transfusion policy for further 
details. 

 

https://library.imperial.nhs.uk/-/media/sharedlibrary/junior-doctors-pre-assessment/blood-transfusion-course/adult-major-haemorrhage-protocol.pdf?rev=f329105da9df49c9867f089935ae5af9&sc_lang=en
https://library.imperial.nhs.uk/-/media/sharedlibrary/junior-doctors-pre-assessment/blood-transfusion-course/paediatric-major-haemorrhage-protocol.pdf?rev=f147022961cf4cf3a69b8762352554d4&sc_lang=en
https://library.imperial.nhs.uk/-/media/sharedlibrary/junior-doctors-pre-assessment/blood-transfusion-course/major-obstetric-haemorrhage-protocol.pdf?rev=5ee5e7f2ecc048efa01bdad80db037d9&sc_lang=en
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Section 7: Transfusion reactions 
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Section 8: Patients who refuse transfusion 

 

 
 

 
 


